Direct thrombin inhibitors.
Bivalent direct thrombin inhibitors reduce ischemic risk compared to heparin. Results from randomized, double-blind clinical trials have demonstrated that bivalirudin is superior to heparin alone and as effective as heparin plus routine glycoprotein (GP) IIb/IIIa therapy for the prevention of ischemic events with a statistically significant reduction in the rate of in-hospital major bleeding.